
 

 
IBM Expert Labs 

Expert Labs for IBM watsonx 
Code Assistant for Z 
Our Expert Labs team can provide a 
proven approach to integrate IBM 
watsonx™ Code Assistant for Z with your 
development environment, accelerating 
the tool’s adoption cycle.  

 

IBM watsonx Code Assistant for Z is a developer 
assistant making use of generative AI to help 
accelerate mainframe application modernization. The 
assistant supports the entire developer lifecycle, 
offering capabilities for code analysis, refactoring, 
optimization, COBOL-to-Java transformation and 
validation using gen AI. With an iterative approach, it 
helps reduce project risk and realize value faster.  

  Business challenges 
You want to accelerate code understanding, 
modernization and performance while increasing 
developer productivity throughout your mainframe 
application lifecycle, reducing time to value for 
application modernization using automation and AI 
recommendations. 
Our technical and domain expertise will assist with 
your IBM Z application modernization objectives via: 
• Leveraging gen AI to explain and document COBOL 

in natural language 
• Using static and dynamic application analysis to 

assess key programs and dependencies, 
accelerating application understanding for 
informed modernization actions 

• Decomposing the monolith into modular business 
service for reduced maintenance effort, faster 
testing and easier integration 

• Transforming COBOL into well architected Java to 
make use of language-specific benefits  

Why use IBM Expert Labs? 
IBM Expert Labs is your trusted partner in the 
mainframe application modernization journey. Our 
team of experts provides tailored solutions to help you 
effectively understand, explain, refactor and optimize 

your COBOL code as well as transforming it into 
maintainable Java, enhancing your development 
processes and ensuring long-term success. 

What do we offer? 
Installation Services  

Use our team’s expertise to plan and install watsonx 
Code Assistant for Z in your enterprise, including the 
setup of your development environment and training 
your teams to see a rapid return on your investment.  

Building Services 

You’ll be paired with a trusted advisor with the 
expertise to help you take advantage of watsonx Code 
Assistant for Z in your modernization efforts, for: 
• Achieving a greater understanding of your 

mainframe applications and leveraging gen AI for 
code explanations 

• Identifying program components candidates for 
refactoring COBOL program to modules 

• Generating and validating Java classes for 
COBOL program transformation 

• Finding performance issues of your application 
and giving advice on how to fix them  

Expertise Connect 

Leverage direct access to Expert Labs trusted advisors 
who will assist you in optimizing and fully leveraging 
this solution, allowing smoother modernization efforts, 
higher productivity and more efficient code deployment 
on IBM Z. 

How to get started ↷ 
For more information or to schedule one of these 
services, speak with your sales representative or email 
systems-expert-labs@ibm.com.
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