IBM Storage FlashSystem

Protect your budget
from flash market
volatility

How IBM FlashSystem® and IBM
Storage Assurance” can help

The market reality

Enterprises face growing pressure to modernize infrastructure and
protect their data without absorbing unpredictable cost increases. At
the same time, flash pricing remains volatile due to global supply
dynamics and competition for commodity drives, oftenresultingin
unplanned budget overruns, delayed refresh decisionsand risks when
capacity is needed urgently.

Why IBM FlashSystem is different

Our IBM Al-driven Flashsystem portfolio is engineered to protect,
adaptand perform, and it’s powered by the 5th generation of
FlashCore Modules®. FCMs are designed and built by IBM, not sourced
as generic, off-the-shelf flash, and this fundamentally changes both
cost controland operational outcomes for you.

Key benefits beyond availability

1.More predictable pricing

Over time, IBM’s end-to-end control of FlashCore Module design and
manufacturing helps reduce exposure to sudden commaodity price
swings, enabling more stable pricing for customers planning refreshes
or growth.

2.Built-in efficiency that lowers effective cost per TB

FlashCore Modules offer advanced hardware level data reduction,
improved performance efficiency and high density per module, packing
up to 2.4 Pbe in 1U. This means you can store more usable datain less
physical space, reducing overall infrastructure cost, not just drive price.

3.Performance headroom without premium sprawl

FlashCore Modules are optimized for consistent performance at scale,
supporting workloads that demand responsiveness without forcing
over-provisioning “just in case.”

4.Faster expansion when needs change

When storage demand increases, customers benefit from more reliable
access to capacity, helping avoid project delays or forced architectural
compromises.

5. Built-in data resiliency and ransomware protection

FlashCore Modules include hardware-level data protectionand
ransomware detection capabilities that help identify abnormal data
patterns early, protect critical data, and reduce the risk, cost, and
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recovery time associated with cyberincidents.

Extending cost protection with IBM Assurance

IBM Storage Assurance is a subscription to hardware and software

upgrades with premium support and quality of service across flexible

term limits. While FlashSystem helps reduce day-to-day exposure to

market volatility, IBM Storage Assurance adds contractual

predictability, enabling:

1. Long-term cost control, by locking in pricing to protect budgets
against future market changes.

2. Guaranteed capacity commitments by securing access to capacity
when it’s needed—backed by SLAs.

3. Confidencein planning and execution—align storage investments
with growth, refresh cycles, and project timelines.

The Right Advantage

IBM FlashSystem built with FlashCore Module + IBM Assurance work

togetherto deliver:

* Lowerrisk from flash market volatility.

« Bettereffective $/TB through efficiency and data reduction.

* Predictable pricing and capacity commitments.

» Theright Al-driven technology that protects your business before a
cyber attack by detecting anomalies in less that one minute.

« Infrastructure that scales with the business, not the market noise.

IBM FlashCore Module helps reduce exposure to flash market volatility
while delivering resiliency, efficiency, performance, and scalability, and
IBM Assurance adds long-term cost control and guaranteed capacity
so you can invest with confidence.

To learn more, visit ibm.com/products/flahsystem
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