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Data Protect Target helps organizations strengthen 
cyber resilience and lower the complexity of backup 
storage by providing a secure, scalable platform that 
protects data from ransomware while supporting 
reliable recovery across enterprise environments. 

Enterprises face growing complexity and risk in protecting
data as backup volumes expand, environments diversify, and
cyber threats intensify. Many organizations rely on backup
targets that were not designed for modern ransomware
attacks, leaving backup data vulnerable to deletion,
encryption, or silent compromise. Data Protect Target is
designed to address these challenges by providing a scalable,
immutable, and protocol-compatible backup target that
simplifies operations, strengthens cyber resilience, and
supports reliable data protection at enterprise scale.

IBM Storage Defender Data Protect Target is designed for
enterprises that need to simplify how backup data is
accessed, managed, and scaled across increasingly
distributed environments. In an industry where backup
infrastructure is often fragmented across locations and
systems, Data Protect Target provides a unified operating
model that reduces silos, enables centralized oversight, and
supports consistent data protection policies at scale. By
allowing data to be managed through a single, logical view as
environments grow, it helps organizations maintain
operational continuity, enforce governance, and adapt storage
behavior as data moves between active, archival, and long
term retention use cases.

IBM Storage Defender 
Data Protect Target

Built-in immutability using 
DataLock and S3 Object Lock 
protects backup data from 
deletion or tampering

Cloud-scale, software-
defined design with a global 
namespace that enables 
seamless growth, centralized 
management, and consistent 
policies across distributed 
backup environments

Advanced deduplication and 
compression reduce the 
amount of storage needed 
while supporting high 
throughput of backup and 
application data

Native NFS, SMB, and S3 
support allows integration 
with existing backup 
software, databases, and 
applications without 
disrupting established 
workflows
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Cloud-scale, software-defined 
design with a global namespace 
that enables seamless growth, 
centralized management, and 
consistent policies across 
distributed backup environments

Data Protect Target supports built in immutability through 
DataLock for file protocols and S3 Object Lock for object 
workloads, preventing backup data from being deleted or 
altered for a defined retention period. This ensures backup 
copies remain intact and recoverable, even in the event of 
ransomware or credential based attacks.

Built as a software defined, scale out platform, Data Protect 
Target uses a global namespace to manage backup data 
across distributed clusters as a single logical environment. 
This architecture allows capacity and locations to grow 
without disrupting operations, while enabling centralized 
management and consistent policy enforcement across the 
enterprise.

Advanced deduplication and compression are designed to 
handle high throughput backup and application data ingest 
while maximizing capacity efficiency. This allows 
organizations to retain more backup data for longer periods 
without sacrificing performance during backup windows.

Native NFS, SMB, and S3 support allows Data Protect Target 
to integrate directly with existing backup software, databases, 
and applications. This protocol flexibility enables 
organizations to adopt or expand the platform without 
changing tools, workflows, or application architectures.
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IBM Storage Defender Data Protect Target helps 
organizations regain control over backup data as scale, risk, 
and complexity increase. By serving as a durable, enterprise 
ready foundation for backup storage, it enables teams to 
operate with confidence, knowing that data remains 
protected, accessible, and manageable as environments grow 
and evolve. The result is a more resilient data protection 
posture that supports reliable recovery, stronger governance, 
and long term operational stability in the face of changing 
threats and demands.

Why IBM? 
With IBM Storage Defender and the broader Data Protect 
portfolio, IBM takes a platform based approach to data 
resilience, combining secure storage, operational controls, 
and policy driven data management into a unified strategy. 
This approach allows organizations to evolve their data 
protection capabilities over time while maintaining 
consistency, governance, and interoperability. By choosing 
IBM, customers gain a trusted partner with the depth, 
stability, and enterprise focus needed to protect and manage 
data as a strategic asset.

For more information
To learn more about IBM Data Protect Target, contact your 
IBM representative or IBM Business Partner, or visit 
ibm.com/products/storage-defender/data-protect.
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